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Time really does fly when you're having fun. This year, Young Masters reaches a milestone of 16
years. Beginning in 2009, Cynthia Valianti Corbett founded this not-for-profit initiative with the
intention to nurture emerging artists. With no restrictions on age, background, gender or medium,
Young Masters has amassed an incredible international community of alumni who continue to push
boundaries with the work and techniques they use. Bringing some of these artists together for this
retrospective has been an incredible journey in itself; to see how they have developed their work and
careers since their involvement with Young Masters and how much there is to come for our recent
participants.

2009 saw our first winner Ghost of a Dream with their monumental work ‘Dream Home' engulfing the
Truman Brewery space, transforming it using discarded lottery tickets. Lluis Barba exemplifies all that
Young Masters represents, reworking and creating a juxtaposition between the contemporary and
the art historical.

Lottie Davies, our 2012 winner, continued to propel narrative to the forefront of her work, taking
inspiration from the Old Masters and adapting them into almost cinema-like photographic works.
Alongside these sit the incredible photorealistic paintings of Charles Moxon which intensely capture
a singular subject. The uniqueness of these artists and how they tell distinct stories pushes unseen
voices into the foreground.

In 2014, the Maylis Grand Ceramics Prize was launched, elevating contemporary craft within the
fine art space. The queer references of Matt Smith focus on opening the refined narrative of history
whilst EVEWRIGHT explores into the history of art within the African diaspora.

Continuing to give a platform to artists from all different backgrounds, the Young Masters ceramics
prize in 2017 was awarded to Lucille Lewin whose departure from her original career path meant that
her work was featured when she was nearly 70 years old; age proving never to be a barrier. Launching
our Young Masters Emerging Woman Art Prize in the same year, the project began to specifically
highlight artists from underrepresented groups.

2019 saw a much-expanded international award with participation from nearly every continent and
represented our youngest ever entry by Giggs Kgole with his unique take on precolonial oral history
from his native South Africa. Another notable young artist featured was African American Foster
White with his challenging portrait photography.

Post-Covid, Young Masters never slowed, choosing to celebrate female artists with our Focus on
the Female project. Winner Emilie Taylor documented historical working-class women in the north of
England through her unique clay pots. This continued with our 2023 edition where the judging panel
selected nearly 75% female artists including Nigerian photographer Dola Posh with her Mother’s Day
series and the dramatic work of award winners Jemma Gowland, Sadie Lee and Ebony Russell. These
incredible female artists tackle the issues within society that women face and the experiences of queer
female narratives.

This extraordinary retrospective will also include artists from our most recent initiative For the Love
of Art History. James Robert Morrison's There is never more than a fag paper between them
uses cigarette papers to celebrate the queer male experience. The overall prize winner Emilia Momen
was also one of our youngest artists in Young Masters history. The variety and diversity of our
exhibiting alumni and the sheer extent of the investigation of art history across their work proves how
contemporary art continues to draw from the past in new and ever-expanding ways.

Olivia Burman, Young Masters Coordinator

Ghost of a Dream, Iceberg, dancing in the deepest oceans, daylight licked me into shape, 2025

Matt Smith, Variations on Copeland (Dark), 2022

THANKS & ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

We are incredibly proud to present our anniversary
retrospective, celebrating 16 years of Young Masters.

The diversity of our alumni allows us to present an incredible
celebration of the history of art within contemporary work.
Curating and bringing together this exhibition has been an
exploration and investigation into how our artists have evolved
and continued to grow and strengthen since their initial
work with us. This edition has taken considerable tenacity,
perseverance and belief to realise; we also have many people
and organisations to thank for their support in bringing this
retrospective to life.

Our warmest thanks to our loyal sponsors Dr. Chris Blatchley,
Lady Jill Ruddock, Brad Blume, Mike Masterson, and Gillian
Henderson, Chairman of the Brownhill Group, whose never-
ending support is vital to the continuation of our prize each
year. We would also like to thank our patrons in this anniversary
year, including Janet Martin and Susan Whiddington.

We are extremely grateful to David Roberts and Cristea
Roberts Gallery for the loan of the wonderful artwork by
Yinka Shonibare CBE. Young Masters is honoured to once
again feature such an important guest artist.

Thank you to our wonderful team, without whom we would
not have an exhibition to celebrate. Cristina Schek for
her management of our social media, website and digital
campaigns, Olivia Burman, Francesca Allen, Mia Seldrup and
Andrea van den Hoek Meijas for their dedication which has
ensured the success of this ambitious project.

Finally, thank you to our incredible alumni artists who have
continued to be supportive and excellent ambassadors for
this Young Masters edition. We are extremely proud to be
exhibiting such wonderful artwork in 2025.

Cynthia Valianti Corbett
Director and Founder, Young Masters Art Prize

Lucille Lewin, Resistant Call, 2022

African Bird Magic (Sokoke Scops-Owl and Okuyi Mask), 2024

GUEST ARTISTS

Yinka Shonibare CBE

After featuring in our 2012 edition as a guest artist, we are
honoured to once again welcome Yinka Shonibare CBE for this
major milestone. Cristea Roberts Gallery has kindly loaned us
16 works for sale for our Sweet 16 anniversary. Now living
and working in London, Yinka Shonibare was born in 1962 in
London and moved to Lagos, Nigeria at the age of three. His
work explores issues of race and class through the media of
painting, sculpture, photography and film. Having described
himself as a 'post-colonial’ hybrid, Shonibare questions the
meaning of cultural and national definitions. His trademark
material is the brightly coloured 'African’ batik fabric he buys
at Brixton Market.

Courtesy of Yinka Shonibare CBE and Cristea Roberts
Gallery, London

Backgammon, 2025

Thomas Kelly is an award winning, New Jersey
based painter. Widely collected, his work has a
signature style, which has its roots in Expressionism.
His colourful, narrative, acrylic paintings on canvas
often create a dialogue with the viewer. His
deceptively simplistic paintings are both critically
acclaimed and very approachable by everyday
viewers. More than 425 of Kelly's original paintings
have been collected and Kelly has exhibited widely.
His work is in private and public collections in the
US, Europe and Asia.

“Thomas Kelly paints not the America we have,
he paints America as we would like it to be. His
paintings give us hope, like a modern Norman
Rockwell." - Walter Wickiser, 2023

Finding a Way, 2024

Daisy McMullan is a professional curator, artist
and educator and has been involved with Young
Masters since its inception, including serving as
Executive Director from 2014 to 2017. She creates
richly layered paintings that document the natural
world. Inspired by magical realism and the ever-
changing soul of the landscape, her work employs
expressive colour and mark-making to craft
otherworldly interpretations of everyday scenes.
Her shimmering paintings capture the glimmers
of hope and joy found in nature, for those willing
to look closely enough. Daisy McMullan is an
Exhibiting Artist with Cynthia Corbett Gallery
and has done endless work with Young Masters
throughout its existence.



