
JARED BARK: STACKS



CHART is pleased to present our upcoming exhibition, JARED BARK: 
STACKS. Best known for his experimental photobooth assemblages from 
the 60’s and 70’s, Bark will debut this new body of sculptural work 
culled from stacked books, drawing inspiration from nature, personal 
history, and the aesthetics of chance.

Returning to a full-time studio practice in 2012, he began utilizing 
books as an object to be reappropriated. Using various actions 
to manipulate the books, Bark expands the physical properties of 
the material, all while operating under a self-imposed set of 
limitations. Ranging in height from five to ten feet, some are 
presented straightforwardly while others are more abstracted. 
His most recent iteration of these stacks, called “Cants”, are a 
metaphoric reference to a squared timber sawn from a whole log on a 
sawmill. In these works, the stacks are milled on all four sides, 
removing any evidence of the original object. Bark is beholden to 
chance, allowing the irregularities in the books and saw blade to 
dictate the final outcome. The resulting surfaces evoke geological 
formations, recall Classical architecture, and hint at painterly 
abstraction. This is Bark’s longest series to date.

Jared Bark was born in 1944 in Appleton, Wisconsin, earned a BA 
from Stanford University in 1966, and splits his time between New 
York City and his farm in Warwick, NY. His work has been exhibited 
internationally at institutions such as Tate Modern, London; 
Institute of Contemporary Art; London; Wadsworth Atheneum, Hartford, 
and Whitney Museum of Art, New York.  His work is featured in the 
collections of Albright-Knox Gallery, Buffalo; Centre Pompidou, 
Paris; Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York; Museum of Modern Art, 
New York; National Gallery of Art, Washington; Solomon R. Guggenheim 
Museum, New York; Wadsworth Atheneum, Hartford, and Whitney Museum 
of American Art, New York.



Jared Bark Studio, Warwick, NY



JARED BARK
Book Cant 1, 2017

books
height 101 in (256.5 cm)
base: 3 1/2 × 14 × 17 in 
(8.9 × 35.6 × 43.2 cm)

(CH370)





JARED BARK
Book Cant 2, 2017

books
height 96 in (243.84 cm)
base: 3 1/2 × 14 × 17 in 
(8.9 × 35.6 × 43.2 cm)

(CH371)





JARED BARK
Book Cant 3, 2017

books
height 116 in (294.64 cm)
base: 3 1/2 × 14 × 17 in 
(8.9 × 35.6 × 43.2 cm)

(CH372)



Installation view, Jared Bark: STACKS at CHART



JARED BARK
Book Cant 4, 2017

books
height 117 in (297.18 cm)
base: 3 1/2 × 14 × 17 in 
(8.9 × 35.6 × 43.2 cm)

(CH373)





JARED BARK
Book Cant 5, 2017

books
height 115 in (292.1 cm)
base: 3 1/2 × 14 × 17 in 
(8.9 × 35.6 × 43.2 cm)

(CH374)





JARED BARK
Book Cant 6, 2017

books
height 115 in (292.1 cm)
base: 3 1/2 × 14 × 17 in 
(8.9 × 35.6 × 43.2 cm)

(CH375)





JARED BARK
Book Cant 7, 2019

books
height 116 1/2 in (295.9 cm)

base: 3 1/2 × 14 × 17 in 
(8.9 × 35.6 × 43.2 cm)

(CH376)





Installation view, Jared Bark: STACKS at CHART



JARED BARK
Book Cant 9, 2019

books
height 82 in (208.3 cm)
base: 3 1/2 × 14 × 17 in 
(8.9 × 35.6 × 43.2 cm)

(CH377)





JARED BARK
Book Cant 10, 2019

books
height 77 in (195.6 cm)
base: 3 1/2 × 14 × 17 in 
(8.9 × 35.6 × 43.2 cm)

(CH378)





JARED BARK
Book Cant 13, 2019

books
height 108 in (274.3 cm)
base: 3 1/2 × 14 × 17 in 
(8.9 × 35.6 × 43.2 cm)

(CH379)





JARED BARK
Gold Book Stack, 2018

books, gold leaf
height 44 in (111.8 cm)
base: 2 × 12 × 12 1/2 in 
(5.1 × 30.5 × 31.8 cm)

(CH365)



JARED BARK
Black Book Stack, 2018

books, acrylic paint
height 44 in (111.8 cm)

base: 1 7/8 × 11 3/8 × 12 3/8 in 
(4.8 × 28.9 × 31.3 cm)

(CH364)



Installation view, Jared Bark: STACKS at CHART





JARED BARK
Black/Yellow Book Stack, 2018

books, casein paint
height 42 in (106.7 cm)

base: 30 7/8 × 12 1/8 × 12 3/8 in 
(78.4 × 30.8 × 31.4 cm)

(CH367)





JARED BARK
Blue/Pink Book Stack, 2018

books, casein paint
height 41 5/8 in (105.7 cm)

base: 30 5/8 × 12 1/8 × 12 1/8 in 
(77.8 × 30.8 × 30.8 cm)

(CH368)





JARED BARK
Green/Orange Book Stack, 2018

books, casein paint
height 40 3/4 in (103.5 cm)

base: 30 3/8 × 11 3/4 × 13 1/4 
in (77.2 × 29.8 × 33.7 cm)

(CH366)





JARED BARK
Red/Green Book Stack, 2018

books, casein paint
height 42 3/4 in (108.6 cm)

base: 29 3/4 × 11 3/4 × 12 3/4 
in (75.6 × 29.8 × 32.4 cm)

(CH369)



Jared Bark Studio, Warwick, NY



JARED BARK
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