GALERIE DISCOVERING...

CECILE FAKHOURY
ABIDJAN - DAKAR - PARIS

CONTEMPORARY ART!

What is contemporary art?

There are many definitions of contemporary
art. The term can be used to refer to an
artistic movement, a period or a particular
style. Contemporary art is most often
considered to refer to the body of work
produced in the second half of the 20th
century to the present day, from 1950 to
nowadays. Contemporary artists are therefore
often living artists.

What is an art gallery?

An art gallery is a place specially created
to show works of art to visitors who come
to see the exhibitions. Contemporary

art galleries, such as Galerie Cécile
Fakhoury, exhibit and sell the works of
contemporary artists, allowing them to
make a living from their art. The gallery is
an intermediary between the artists and
the pubilic.
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The Cécile Fakhoury Gallery presents
contemporary African art. The gallery therefore

works with artists who are linked to Africa, either
because they were born there or because they live
on the African continent today.

The gallery opened in Abidjan, Ivory Coast in 2012,
then in Dakar, Senegal in 2018. In Paris, France,
the Gallery has offices.

The Gallery in Abidjan

Your turn!

Locate Africa on the maps on the
next page. This continent is made
of 54 countries. The Galerie Cécile
Fakhoury is present in Senegal
and the Ivory Coast. Can you find
them on the map?
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MY EYE!

A work of art - painting, sculpture,
photography, video, installation... - creates

an emotion for the viewer. This emotion

can be positive, negative, or a bit of both.
The reaction to a work of art is subjective,
which means that it is different for each
person who looks at it, depending on the
culture, knowledge and tastes of each person.
However, the work of art is the same for
everyone. Its analysis can be useful in trying to
understand where our emotions come from,
or to understand the work better when it

makes us a little confused.

And that’s what's great
about art: the same work
darouses ds many emotions
as there are viewers!

Three elements are
essential to the analysis of
a work: matter, colour and
composition.



GALERIE
CECILE FAKHOURY

ABIDJAN - DAKAR - PARIS

Matter makes up everything. In art, it

is the element that the artist uses to
give a form to his work. Matter can

be used raw, meaning without being
transformed. It can also be worked with
tools or created by chemical reactions.
The artist gives a form to the material.
This is the language he has chosen to
express his idea.

Jems Koko Bi
Les visionnaires #22, 2018

#1
THE MATTER

For example, Jems Koko
Bi uses wood to make his

sculptures, which he usually

carves with a chainsaw.
Here, he used Soungbé
wood, which is only found
in West Africa.
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In this painting, Kassou
Colour is created by light. Light is made Seydou uses many different
up of several rays that are not visible to shades. How many families
the naked eye. When light hits an object, of colors do you find? In
some rays are absorbed by the object each family, list the shades
and others are reflected back to our eye: you can find.

we see a colour!

Did you know?
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In Senegal, where Kassou
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Seydou lives, two languages
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are spoken: French and Wolof.
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The title of the work means:
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‘If picking up becomes easy,
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bending becomes difficult’.
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THE COLOUR
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YOUR TURN!
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Composition is the way the artist
puts together the different
elements you see in the work.

Your turn!
"""" To represent the
building realistically,
the artist uses the rules

of perspective.

Cheikh Ndiaye, Le Ouezzin, Marcory, 2017

Can you see the main lines that

build the work? Once you've

spotted them, create your own

scene.
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The composition is like a recipe in a way. It
is made with several ingredients: shapes,

#3
THE COMPOSITION

materials, colours, shadow, light, perspective...

All these elements provoke emotions in the
viewer: a feeling of harmony or chaos, balance
or imbalance, appeasement or violence...

4

And sometimes, the composition is
detached from reality. What does the
composition of this painting by Aboudia
evoke to you? What elements do you
recognize? What is in the center of the
canvas? In the background? What do the
dominant colours of the painting remind
you of? Is the emotion you feel light or

rather serious, solemn?

Aboudia, M6gé’s Dream #2, 2019
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Cheikh Ndiaye, Le Ouezzin, Marcory, 2017
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